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INTRODUCTION

Under the patronage of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal and with the authority of the Committee of
Public Instruction, Calcutta, the learned Pandits
attached to the establishment of the Education
Committee, published for the ﬁrst time the uhole
text of the Mahabharata at Calcutta in four portly
quartos during 1834-1839 A. D. (1)

Since then, there have been several editions
of the whole text, the more noteworthy
among them being the following : —

2. Mahabharata—in Sanskrit; printed in Telugu
characters and published four times in Madras
(@) 1850 by Venkataraya Sarma (b) 1855—
1860 by Puranam Hayagriva Sastri, a relation
of the proprietors of Vavilla Press, the pre-
sent Publishers. (c) 1870 by Venkatasubba
Sastri (d) 1929 by Messrs. V. Ramaswamy
Sastrulu & Sons, the publishers of this edition.

3. The Mahabharata--with the Bharata-Bhava-
dipa of Nilakantha, printed at Bombay in
the Ganapati Krishnaji Press in 1878, A, D.

4. Mahabharata, published and distributed gratis

by Pratab Chandra Roy, Calcutta—First
Edition, 1882.
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attention to the two outstanding recensions of the
Mahabharata—the Northern and the Southern.

A critical examination of the first two chapters
of the Adiparvan—the Anukramanikadhyaya and
the Parvasangrahadhyaya—reveals the broad
principles by which the Southern Recension could
be differentiated from the Northern. Dr. Sukthankar
has rightly pointed out that “ the naive Brahma-
Ganesa episode in the first chapter is a late
Northern intruder.” We may, therefore, safely take
it that the omission of the Ganesa episode marks
the text as really Southern. Indeed, this test has
held good with regard to the many really South
Indian  manuscripts representing the Southern
Recension that we have had the opportunity to
examine. The following verses which find a place
in the first chapter, in all the editions referred to in
paragraph 1 Supra, are conspicuous by their absence
in all the Mss. we have used for the preparation of
the Southern Recension.

‘ot 7 JE®: wiag we g A )
* * *
HIsqQ SEAMT TOIESAAT T ()
dtfa—

g —
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WEAAEA TONWE AW TGS ||
A AR dgsarE) qafeE: |
qiaEagE SARAGAISAT ||

IGH V@AY AT & T |

AYY A=A AAGT FRIAT T ||
gﬁﬂ“&a qig RAE arx ¥ S qog ) .
fomar afEa agr @ SaE geq ||
SAEISTAT T A APZ A @ A1
sifrgFar WISy Tyq Fe 3@ ||
TART a3 TH AR FIESI |
aRaw sfaaar S8 giRgTEwRagg |
ol WiEATAN A1 HWFGA T
&g /T FF AT qFgAW AW T A AT
A=TABFIAANY 014 ged [ |

aY 9 aFARsdE g AN T ||
FAMsA oW 90 quEE T |
ATYHR SAMAISTY SFiwA=ara, 9gafy |

* * * *

918 gaEeEt IHCEAt G A |
fincotasea J[S® qAHag |
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A Ty N ey TG |
o gaEes g Ay aRibaq )

* * * *

Fftaeg WG SH ATFIEA IHAN_ |
RIsal sarEe gARAn @9ATEE AT ||
* u% gaEEd g qais 3 @Ea )

It may here be observed that the Mahabharata,
which is generally exalted to the rank of a fifth
Veda, need not have worried for lack of a scribe as the
same process which has preserved the four Vedas
would have been found to be equally serviceable in its
case also. Hence the Ganeva episode is indeed a later
interpolation which has been fruitful only in mislead-
ing even able Orientalists into the conjecture that
the original Mahabharata consisted of only 8800
verses and that it had three beginnings, the second
beginning being at the stage when it is supposed to
have contained only 24000 verses. Attention is
invited in this connection to verses 65 and 66
appearing in page 14 of this edition, which unmis-
takably state that the computation of the Maha-
bharata is 100,000, verses if counted along with the
‘minor narratives, and only 24,000 verses if the minor

1 (The readings adopted and the order of citation is from the
Calcutta Edition of 1834)
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narratives are excluded. It is not at all meant that
24,000 verses alone were originally composed
and the remaining 76,000 verses were added later
on to complete the 100,000 verses. The idea, that
60 lakhs of verses were originally composed that 30
lakhs represent the version in Devaloka, 15 lakhs
the version in Pitrloka, 14 lakhs the version in
Gandharvaloka, one lakh alofle represents ‘the
version in the land of men and that even this one lakh
was first given out to men only by Vaigampayana,
one of the pupils of Vyasa and not by Vyasa him-
self directly, may also be dismissed as thoroughl
fantastic. y TR L

The absence of the above verses containing the
episode, enumeration, etc., in the Southern Recen~
sion certainly adds to its critical value.

Secondly, the enumeration of chapters and
verses in each of the eighteen books of the Maha-
bharata proper, as given in the second chapter—the
Parvasangrahadhyaya—of manuscripts representing
the Southern Recension, differs widely from that in
the Northern Recension. A comparative table
illustrating the above divergences is appended to
the introduction.

Judged by these two main tests, not to speak
of many other minor, peculiarities of the Southern
-Recenswn, all the printed editions of the text
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referred to in the beginning of the introduction, can.
be pronounced to represent, if any,only the Northern
Recension.

To scholars who desire to assess the full criti-
cal value of the B. O. R. I. edition, texts
representing both the Recensions are indispensable.

" The Northersi Recension is already available
in some form in the existing printed editions,
represented by Nos. 1, 3 & 4 referred to in para 1.
The Southern Recension is, however, not available
anywhere in print. It has been the practice to
consider Nos. 2, 5 and 6 referred to in para 1 as
representatives of the Southern Recension.
No. 5, the Grantha edition, maintains the
Ganesa episode in the first adhyaya, though the
scheme of chapters and verses in the second
adhyaya approximates more closely to the Southern
Recension. Nos. 2 and 6, the Telugu and Kumba-
konam editions, maintain not only the Ganesa
episode but also preserves with very slight deviations
the scheme of chapter and verses according to the
Northern Recension. Besides, the Kumbakonam
edition includes all additional slokas wherever these
may be found, thus successfully laying claim to be
the most exhaustive edition, though it professes to
be based mainly on South Indian Texts.
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It is this want of a really representative text of
the Southern Recension that has led the present
Editor to undertake the task of a critical edition of
the Southern Recension.

Whilst the Poona edition lays claim to consti-
tute the text of the Mahabharata as closely as possi-
ble to Vyasa's version of the same, the principle
underlying this edition of the Southern Recensidn is
to accept Mallinatha's dictum * @ feeay feram”
and choose accordingly one thoroughly reliable and
Representative Manuscript as the principal text and
add, by way of critical apparatus, the more impor-
tant variations of readings as may be found in four
other different Manuscripts which are also undispu-
ted representatives of the Southern Recension. The
Editor’s task is, therefore, to print the text as it is
in the original palm-leaf, liberty being taken only
to correct scriptorial blunders, to weigh the
different readings'in the additional manuscripts and
«choose the more important ‘ones for being added
to the text by way of footnotes. As voluminous
footnotes, scrupulously maintaining all scriptorial
and unintelligible blunders also are likely only to
distract the attention of the reader without any
comparative advantage, footnotes by way of differ-
ent readings are added only wherever a different
reading suggests a better interpretation or enhances
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the beauty of the text or wherever a half verse at
least is a completely new addition to the principal
text.

The following five manuscripts have been used
in preparing the edition for the press.

A —represents the principal Text printed. The Manu-
script is from the Tanjore Palace Library. Its
description’is as follows: —Burnell’s Catalogue
No. 11860—Page 183—Left column—Sub-
stance—palm-leaf—Size — 183 x 1} inches.
Leaves 324—Lines—6 or 7 to a page. Script-
Grantha ; Adiparvan complete.

F—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-
script is from the Tanjore Palace Library. Its
description is as follows :—Burnell’s Cata-
logue No. 11838—Page—183 —Left column-
Substance—palm-leaf; Size—18! x 1. inches;
Leaves—477 ; Lines—5 to 7 a page. Script-
Grantha ; Adiparvan complete.

@—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-
script is from the Tanjore Palace Library.
Its description is as follows :—Burnell’s
Catalogue No. 11851; Page-183; Left column
Substance—Palm Leaf ; Size 19x% 1% inches;
Leaves—320; Lines~8 to a page; Script-
Grantha. Adiparvan complete.
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a1—is used for additional readings etc., The Manu-
script is from the Tanjore Palace Library.
Its description is as follows:—Burnell’s
Catalogue No. 11809; Page—183; Left
column ;  Substance—palm-leaf ;  size
21% x 2% inches ; Leaves—164 ; Lines—13 to
a page; Script—Telugu; Adiparvan complete.

s—is used for additional readings, etc. from pp.
474. The Manuscript belongs to the family of
S'ivanandayogindra, the famous biographer of
Appaya Diksita, The manuscript was procur-
ed to us by Mr. K. K. Lakshminarayanier of
Kadayam from Mr. Natesaiyar, the present
owner of the Manuscript. Its description is as
follows :~Substance-palm-leaf ; Size 151 x 1%
inches; Leaves-210 ; Lines-7 to 10 to a page;
Script-Grantha ; Adiparvan complete. Date
of transcription-twelfth day of the Palghuni
month of Kollam year 1002 corresponding to
1825 A D.

In the printing of the text, an up-to-date scheme
of enumeration has been adopted. In printing the
epics, it i3 usual to count as one verse even three half-
verses, Such a calculation can never give the actual
number of verses as the many additional halves are
thus left out of calculation. A careful examination of
these half-verses reveals that they are halves only to
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assist punctuation. \Vhere a sense is fully coverec
even in the half-verse itself or where the interpre:
tation of the preceding two halves naturally attract
the following half also to complete the sense, it has
been the custom to omit the half-verse that is added
as such, from calculation and numbering of verses. In
our edition, it will be found that half-verses also are
duly numbered, - the numbering having been done¢
where the rules of interpretation and punctuatior
will naturally admit of a stop. Such a system is more
likely to give us the correct number of verses in
each chapter as the original author Vyasa must
have meant by 100,000 verses, 100,000 verses, each
verse consisting of 32 syllables according to the de-
finition of a sloka by the_Rhetoricians. [ndeed enu:
meration by half-verses and full verses is already
preserved with regard to such sacred texts as the
Saptasati where Gaudapada in his Anukraman
calculates the number of verses in the Saptasati by
half-verses and full verses. To facilitate easy calcu-
lation, we have added at the end of each chapter,
the number of verses contained therein as well as the
-number of prose passages if any.

A word of explanation is necessary with regard
to the mode of printing adopted. Each half-verse is
given in a single line and each quarter-verse is
separated as far as possible where the cazsura falls,
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provided grammatical rules of Sandhi are not
violated. Printed editions of Sanskrit texts in
Roman characters adopt this method uniformly, to
the immense advantage of the reader. The same
method is also adopted even though the Devanagari
script is used and it is hoped that such a method
will prove to be of real help in the easier elucida-
tion of the text. . *

A table of contents, designed to give the reader
a running summary of the more important incidents
and episodes in the volume, and an index, which will
be found useful to trace the anecdotes and incidents
connected with the proper names of an individual
or place occurring in the volume, are also added.

All the editions referred to in page v except
the Telugu Edition of 1929 are now out of print;
and a new edition of the text is therefore called for.

The need of a popular and handy edition has
necessitated the issue oi the Adiparvan in two
parts. The second part will be issued at a very early
date (October 1931) and that will contain a farther
note on all the noteworthy features of the Southern
Recension and its literary and critical value.

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE, ) P. P. S. SASTRL
MADRAS. §

A—2



xviii  SCHEME OF ADHYAYAS.

Bombav

Edn. "3‘1‘;';:‘“! am pam
I 1878, T h'l u . Grantha ! \‘h‘s | Leaf
No. | Name of Parva. Kumbao .0 R i Edn. Ms.
| kon: ‘Editions. 1595 11838=F 11860
' l‘;?{:" Caleutta| B REo) B
1‘90[% 1 1882 | 11809 -1
] ! |
1 iAm 227 N 218 218 | 218

Il 1 Sabha ™ . : 72 72 72

KD Aranya . 269 ) » »

IV Virata 67 .

|

vV !I'dyngu 186 »

V1 | Bima 17 - s |1
Vil  Drona ) o ‘ " 3

. |
VIII | Karna ' H9 ; » » ’
|

X Salya BT , ,

! |
X Sauptika 1~ [ ’
]

XI s 2 ! o
XII' Santi 329 330° 339 339 | 339
XIII  Anusasana 146 o ‘ 156 136 | 156

|

. i
NIV Asvamedhika 103 " ;13 ; 138 | 133
XV Asramavasika 42 W » »

| i
XVI Mausala : 8 5 » » s
| | :
XviII Mahapraslhamka; 3 » » " B
i ! .
XVIII ; Svargarohana | 5 w0 . "
; | :
' 11923 1924 | 1988 - 1950 | 1959

* In the Telugu Editions there are 339 chapters.



No.

1

Vi
vi
Vil

X

X
XI
X
X1t
Xiv
Xv
XVI
XV
Xvinn

SCHEME OF SLOKAS.

Xix

Name of Parva, DOmbay 2_:153 Grantha  Mss. Ii‘ear
1878 SEEE 1895 11838=%
15223 11851=@|!1860
SEES 11869=T1
CAd LosssE |, » » 5884
Sabha ‘ 2511 " 4511 4511 4511
lAmnya I’ 11664 LI » * "
% Virata 2050 5 3500 3500 350
:’L,Tdyoga 6693 o » o 7998
3 Bhisima 35S » » 5
: Drona <909 . 10909 | 10909 8909
il\'amz\ 4964 » . 4900 ’ 4900
| Salya 3220 » 3 » >
‘1 Sauptika 870 » P
1 Stri 775 »” s ! »
| Santi 14725 | 14732 | 14525 | 14525 |14525
Anusasana 8000 o 12000 | 12000 ({12000
| Asvamedhika 3320 » i 4420 4420 | 4420
Asramavasika 1506 " 1906 1 1906 | 1906
Mausala 320 » ” | » | 800
Mahaprasthanikal 320 » 120 | 218 | 120
Svargarohana 209 » » l 120 | 200
84820 | 84836 | 95379 | 95324 |95286
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